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ofGermania. But provocation Papen did try, and thoroughly,
in this otherwise unsuccessful period. Without consider-
ing Germanics public, which was actually composed of sup-
porters of the Zentrum and the Weimar coalition, Papen
endeavoured to shoot his poisoned arrows against his own
party from this paper, and he made Dr. Bruning his principal
target. The party leaders wasted no time ; they quickly
outlawed him as a 'frondeur against the spirit of Erzberger
and Dr. Wirth* (the most famous leaders of the Zentrum
Party). Germanics readers very soon deserted when they
realised that a policy was being placed before them which
ran completely counter to their opinions. As Herr von
Papen had money and enough to cover the ensuing losses,
he continued to sun himself for a while in the rays of journal-
istic failure. He succeeded in an astonishingly short time
in making a complete nonentity among newspapers out of
the journal which had previously been ably and profitably
conducted. Like the majority of the other papers, Germania
was quickly suspended in the early days of the Hitler Govern-
ment, and thus Papen's activities in this direction came to
an end.
Dr. Briinixigs Antithesis
No one knowing both Dr. Bruning and Papen, those two
members of the Zentrum, could be surprised that in later
years the latter was in violent opposition to the Zentrum and
its most capable representative. One can hardly imagine
a greater contrast between any two people than that between
these two men. Dr. Bruning was a scholar to his finger-tips,
ascetic, self-sacrificing, incredibly clever and cultured, a
level-headed politician, a former trade-union secretary,
personally unassuming and absolutely incorruptible. Papen
was a shallow adventurer, considering only his own ends
and his success in the eyes of the world, unreflecting, careless,
inconsiderate, conservative, an opponent of the working
classes, disloyal and unscrupulous. These are the two men
who, coming from one and the same party, guided in
succession the destinies of the German Reich.